1 John 1:5
This then is the message which we have heard of
him, and declare unto you, that God is
and in him is no darkness at all.

light,

LIGHT
(1)











GOD
The creation of light was the initial step in the creation of life.
"Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3)
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all (1 John 1:5)
"Father of lights" (James 1:17)
"dwelling in unapproachable light" (1 Timothy 6:16)
"The light of Israel will be for a fire, and his Holy One for a
flame" (Isaiah 10:17)
The glory of His holiness and presence is the "everlasting
light" of the redeemed in heaven (Isaiah 60:19-20; Revelation
21:23, Revelation 21:14; Revelation 22:5)
The LORD is my light and my salvation (Psalm 27:1 )

(2) CHRIST
• The true light that gives light to every man was
coming into the world (John 1:9)
• As the predicted Messiah, He was to be "for a light
of the Gentiles" (Isaiah 42:6,7; Isaiah 49:6)
• Jesus called Himself "the light of the world" (John
8:12; John 9:5; John 12:46)
• In revealing and giving life, Christ becomes "the
light of men" (John 1:4)
• God gives "the light of the knowledge of (his) glory
in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6)
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• and this salvation is called "the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:4)
• "Christ shall give thee light," (Ephesians 5:14 )
• Thus Christ, the logos, manifesting the three aspects of the
Divine Nature, is Life, Love and Light, and these three are
inseparable and constitute the glory. which the disciples
beheld in Him, "glory as of the only begotten from the
Father" (John 1:14)
• for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.
(Revelation 21:23)

(3) CHRISTIANS
•
•
•
•
•

“A burning and a shining light" (John 5:35 )
"Ye are the light of the world." (Matthew 5:14):
“Children of light" (Luke 16:8; John 12:36; Ephesians 5:8)
“Seen as lights in the world" (Philippians 2:15)
“A light of them that are in darkness" (Romans 2:19)

(4) CHURCH
• Zion was to "shine" because her 'light had come' (Isaiah 60:1).
• The Gentiles were to come to her light (Isaiah 60:3).

Expressive terms are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

“Fruit of the light" (Ephesians 5:9)
“Light in the Lord" (Ephesians 5:8, Isaiah 2:5)
“Inheritance of the saints in light" (Colossians 1:12)
"Walk in the light" (1 John 1:7)
“Abideth in the light" (1 John 2:10)
"Light of the glorious gospel of Christ "
(2 Corinthians 4:4)

• “Light of the knowledge of the glory of God"
(2 Corinthians 4:6)

Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those
who will inherit salvation? - Hebrews 1:14
I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers
the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book.
- Revelation 22:9

Angel
A word signifying, both in the Hebrew and Greek, a



"messenger," and hence employed to denote any agent God
sends forth to execute his purposes.
It is used of an ordinary messenger (Job 1:14; 1 Samuel 11:3;
Luke 7:24; 9:52)
Messenger of prophets (Isaiah 42:19; Haggai 1:13)
Messenger of priests (Malachi 2:7)



Ministers of the New Testament (Revelation 1:20).



You mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word
(Psalms 103:20 )



His servants who do his will (Psalms 103:21 )




As to the Angel’s nature
• They are spirits (Hebrews 1:14)
• Angels never die (Luke 20:36)
• Like the soul of man, but not incorporeal. Such
expressions as "like the angels" (Luke 20:36),
• And the fact that whenever angels appeared to
man it was always in a human form (Genesis 18:2;
19:1,10; Luke 24:4; Acts 1:10),
• Shape of a man ( Daniel 9:21)
• And the titles that are applied to them ("sons of
God," Job 1:6; 38:7; Daniel 3:25) and to men
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• They are possessed of superhuman intelligence and power
(Mark 13:32; Isaiah 37:36; Psalms 103:20)
• They are called "holy" (Luke 9:26)
• They are called "elect" (1 Timothy 5:21)
• The redeemed in glory are "like unto the angels" (Luke
20:36)
• They are not to be worshipped (Colossians 2:18;
Revelation 19:10)

Ministrations of angels
minister to Jesus after his temptation and agony (Matthew
4:11; Luke 22:43)
declare Jesus’ resurrection and ascension (Matthew 28:2-8;
John 20:12,13; Acts 1:10,11)
They are now ministering spirits to the people of God
(Hebrews 1:14; Psalms 34:7; 91:11; Matthew 18:10; Acts
5:19; 8:26; 10:3; 12:7; 27:23)
They rejoice over a penitent sinner (Luke 15:10) etc.

 There are only 2 angels that are specifically called
by name - Michael and Gabriel.

Michael
 Michael, one of the chief princes, – (Daniel 10:13 )
 Michael the archangel – ( Jude 1:9 )

Gabriel
 "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, (Luke 1:19 )
 God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth (Luke 1:26)
 And I heard a man's voice from the Ulai calling, "Gabriel, tell
this man the meaning of the vision. (Daniel 8:16)
 Gabriel, the man I had seen in the earlier vision, …(Daniel
9:21)

Numbers of Angels
• Thousands upon thousands attended him;
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him.
(Daniel 7:10)
• and he will at once put at my disposal more than
twelve legions of angels?( Matthew 26:53)
• You have come to thousands upon thousands of
angels in joyful assembly, (Hebrews 12:22,23)
• Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels,
numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand (Revelation 5: 11)
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2 Corithians 11:14
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And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed
into an angel of light.

Different Translation - 2 Corinthians 11:14
King James Version (KJV)
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light.
New King James Version (NKJV)
And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself
into an angel of light.
New International Version (NIV)
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an
angel of light
American Standard Version (ASV)
And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself
into an angel of light
New American Standard Bible (NASB)
No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.

New American Standard Bible (NASB)
No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.
Amplified Bible (AMP)
And it is no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as
an angel of light.
New Living Translation (NLT)
But I am not surprised! Even Satan can disguise himself
as an angel of light.
Contemporary English Version (CEV)
And it is no wonder. Even Satan tries to make himself
look like an angel of light.
English Standard Version (ESV)
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.
The Good News Translation (GNT)
Well, no wonder! Even Satan can disguise himself to
look like an angel of light!

The Revised Standard Version (RSV)
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an
angel of light.
21st Century King James Version (KJ21)
And no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light
Young's Literal Translation (YLT)
and no wonder -- for even the Adversary doth
transform himself into a messenger of light;
New International Version - UK (NIVUK)
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an
angel of light.
Darby Translation (DARBY)
And [it is] not wonderful, for Satan himself transforms
himself into an angel of light
New Life Version (NLV)
It is no surprise! The devil makes himself look like an
angel of light.

Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB)
And no wonder! For Satan himself is disguised as an
angel of light
New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
That comes as no surprise. Even Satan himself
pretends to be an angel of light.
Wycliffe New Testament (WYC)
And no wonder, for Satan himself transfigureth
him(self) into an angel of light. [And no wonder;
soothly he Satan transfigured him into an angel of
light.
Worldwide English (New Testament) (WE)
I am not surprised. Satan tries to make himself look
like an angel of light.

New Life Version (NLV)
It is no surprise! The devil makes himself look
like an angel of light.
New International Reader’s Version (NIRV)
That comes as no surprise. Even Satan himself
pretends to be an angel of light.
Young's Literal Translation (YLT)
and no wonder -- for even the Adversary doth
transform himself into a messenger of light
The Message
And no wonder! Satan does it all the time,
dressing up as a beautiful angel of light.

Matthew Henry Complete Commentary
•

The false apostles are charged as deceitful workers (v. 13), and that upon
this account, because they would transform themselves into the likeness of
the apostles of Christ, and, though they were the ministers of Satan,
would seem to be the ministers of righteousness. They would be as
industrious and as generous in promoting error as the apostles were in
preaching truth; they would endeavour as much to undermine the
kingdom of Christ as the apostles did to establish it. There were
counterfeit prophets under the Old Testament, who wore the garb and
learned the language of the prophets of the Lord. So there were
counterfeit apostles under the New Testament, who seemed in many
respects like the true apostles of Christ. And no marvel (says the
apostle); hypocrisy is a thing not to be much wondered at in this world,
especially when we consider the great influence Satan has upon the
minds of many, who rules in the hearts of the children of disobedience. As
he can turn himself into any shape, and put on almost any form, and look
sometimes like an angel of light, in order to promote his kingdom of
darkness, so he will teach his ministers and instruments to do the same.
But it follows, Their end is according to their works

Adam Clarke's Commentary
• Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
• As in 2Corinthians 11:3 the apostle had the history of the temptation
and fall of man particularly in view, it is very likely that here he
refers to the same thing. In what ever form Satan appeared to our
first mother, his pretensions and professions gave him the
appearance of a good angel; and by pretending that Eve should get a
great increase of light, that is, wisdom and understanding, he
deceived her, and led her to transgress. It is generally said that Satan
has three forms under which he tempts men:
• 1. The subtle serpent.
• 2. The roaring lion.
• 3. The angel of light.
•
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• He often, as the angel of light, persuades men to do things
under the name of religion, which are subversive of it. Hence
all the persecutions, faggots, and fires of a certain Church,
under pretense of keeping heresy out of the Church; and hence
all the horrors and infernalities of the inquisition. In the form
of heathen persecution, like a lion he has ravaged the heritage
of the Lord. And by means of our senses and passions, as the
subtle serpent, he is frequently deceiving us, so that often the
workings of corrupt nature are mistaken for the operations of
the Spirit of God.
• Adam Clarke's Commentary

Barnes' Notes on the New Testament
• And no marvel. And it is not wonderful, 2Co 11:15. Since
Satan himself is capable of appearing to be an angel of light, it
is not to be deemed strange that those who are in his service
also should resemble him.
• For Satan himself is transformed, etc. That is, he who is an
apostate angel; who is malignant and wicked; who is the
prince of evil, assumes the appearance of a holy angel. Paul
assumes this as an indisputable and admitted truth, without
attempting to prove it, and without referring to any
particular instances. Probably he had in his eye cases where
Satan put on false and delusive appearances for the purpose
of deceiving, or where he assumed the appearance of great
sanctity and reverence for the authority of God.
•
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• Such instances occurred in the temptation of our
first parents, Gen 3:1-6, and in the temptation of
the Saviour, Mat 4. The phrase, "an angel of
light," means a pure and holy angel--light being
the emblem of purity and holiness. Such are all the
angels that dwell in heaven; and the idea is, that
Satan assumes such a form as to appear to be such
an angel. Learn here,
• (1) his power. He can assume such an aspect as he
pleases. He can dissemble, and appear to be
eminently pious. He is the prince of duplicity as
well as of wickedness; and it is the consummation
of bad power for an individual to be able to
assume any character which he pleases.
• Continue on the next page
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• (2) His art. He is long practised in deceitful arts.
For six thousand years he has been practicing the
art of delusion; and with him it is perfect.
• (3) We are not to suppose that all that appears to
be piety is piety. Some of the most plausible
appearances of piety are assumed by Satan and
his ministers. None ever professed a profounder
regard for the authority of God than Satan did
when he tempted the Saviour. And if the prince of
wickedness can appear to be an angel of light, we
are not to be surprised if those who have the
blackest hearts appear to be men of most eminent
piety.
• Continue on the next page
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• (4) We should be on our guard. We should not listen to
suggestions merely because they appear to come from a
pious man, nor because they seem to be prompted by a
regard to the will of God. We may be always sure that if we
are to be tempted, it will be by some one having a great
appearance of virtue and religion.
• (5.) We are not to expect that Satan will appear to man to
be as bad as he is. He never shows himself openly to be a
spirit of pure wickedness; or black and abominable in his
character; or full of evil, and hateful. He would thus defeat
himself. It is for this reason that wicked men do not believe
that there is such a being as Satan. Though continually
under his influence, and "led captive by him at his will,"
yet they neither see him nor the chains which lead them,
nor are they willing to believe in the existence of the one or
the other.
•

Barnes' Notes on the New Testament

Coffman Commentaries
• And no marvel; for even Satan fashioneth himself into an
angel of light.
• The explanation reveals that such developments as that of false
teachers stealing the church away from the Lord are no
"marvel" at all, in one sense, but merely what should have been
expected in view of the nature and tactics of the evil one. The
tactics of such deceivers follow closely the pattern of Satan in
Eden:
• (1) As Satan flatly denied God's word, evil teachers do the same
today, stridently declaring their soul-destroying doctrine of
salvation "by faith alone," contradicting the word of God which
says people "are not justified by faith alone" (James 2:24).
• (2) As Satan promised Eve that she and Adam would "be as
gods," the sophisticated false teachers of this generation are
doing everything in their power to deify humanity.
•
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• (3) The same triple allurements of fleshly delight, pride of life,
and lust of the eye which overthrew Eve are today carrying the
thoughtless into every kind of sin.
• (4) As Satan pretended to be wise, so do the false teachers of
all generations masquerade as wise ones, people in the "know"
who make light of God's commands and rush into rebellion
against the Creator. These are the people who make fun of
Christian ordinances, deny the claims of God's church upon
people's loyalty, and represent Almighty God as a doting,
loving Father who will never punish anybody, and who will
never notice the crimes of blood, lust and savagery raging
under his very nose. And as for worshiping God, "Let that be
every man doing exactly what he pleases, when he pleases, if
he pleases; and God will at last save everybody.
•

Coffman Commentaries

The New John Gill Exposition of the Entire Bible


a good angel, one that has his abode in the regions of light; and
is possessed of divine and spiritual light and understanding;
who is clothed and arrayed with light, this is his form and
essence. The apostle speaks agreeably to the notion, of the
Jews, who say F20, ``(rwa Mh Mlk Mykalmhv) , "that all the
angels are light", the clothing of God himself;'' and they have
a distinction between (Mwyd Nykalm) , "angels of the day",
and angels of the night F21: now Satan, the enemy of
mankind, sometimes appears in the form of one of these; as he
did to Eve in the garden, and to Christ in the wilderness; and
by such appearances he often imposes on mankind; pretends
the greatest friendship, when he designs nothing but ruin; and
under a notion of good, either honest, or pleasant, or
profitable, draws on into the commission of the greatest evils;
and, under a show of truth, introduces the most notorious
falsehoods and errors; and, under a pretence of religion, all
sorts of idolatry, superstition, and impiety; it is in this way he
has succeeded in his enterprises and temptations; these are his
wiles, stratagems, and cunning devices

John Darby's Synopsis of the New Testament
• As Satan transformed himself into an angel of light, so his
instruments made themselves ministers of righteousness. But
again let them bear with him while he spoke as a fool in
speaking of himself. If these ministers of Satan accredited
themselves as Jews, as of the ancient religion of God,
consecrated by its antiquity and its traditions, he could do as
much, a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and possessing all the titles
to glory of which they boasted. And if it was a question of
Christian service-to speak as a fool-certainly the comparison
would not fail to shew where the devotedness had been.
•
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• Here in fact God has allowed this invasion of the apostle's work
by these wretched judaising men (calling themselves Christians)
to be the means of acquainting us with something of the
indefatigable labours of the apostle, carried on in a thousand
circumstances of which we have no account.
• In the Acts God has given us the history of the establishment of
the assembly in the great principles on which it was founded, and
the phases through which it passed on coming out of Judaism.
The apostle will have his own reward in the kingdom of glory, not
by speaking of it among men. Nevertheless it is profitable for our
faith to have some knowledge of christian devotedness, as it was
manifested in the life of the apostle. The folly of the Corinthians
has been the means of furnishing us with a little glimpse of it.
•

John Darby's Synopsis of the New Testament

Robertson's Word Pictures of the New Testament
• An angel of light (aggelon pwtov).
• The prince of darkness puts on the garb of light and sets
the fashion for his followers in the masquerade to deceive
the saints. "Like master like man." Cf. 2:11; Galatians 1:8.
This terrible portrayal reveals the depth of Paul's feelings
about the conduct of the Judaizing leaders in Corinth. In
Galatians 2:4 he terms those in Jerusalem "false brethren."

• The 1599 Geneva Study Bible
• <>11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself
is transformed into an angel of k light.
(k) By light is meant the heavenly glory, of
which the angels are partakers.

